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Office Action Summary 


Appftcation No. 


Applicant(s) i 


Examiner 


Group Aft Unit 





PefSod for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR Ra>LY IS SETTO EXPIRE 
OFTHIS COMMUNICATION. 



_MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 



□ Re$ponnve to oommunication(G) fifed on 



a TDis action is RNAL 

n Since this appfc^ Is In cofKiftion^ imweciition as to ttie merfiB la tia^ui i« 

accordance wsm the practto under a pa/te Cte^^ 



Disposition of Claims 

O^CIahnCs) l_ 



or the above daitn(s)- 

□ Ctaim(s) 

O Claim(s): 

□ Glaim(s)_ ^ 

El Ctaim{$) — * 



.is/are pending fai the a^^alicatjon. 



- te/ai© wfthdrawn from consideration. 
-Is/are allowed. 



AppUcatZon Papers 

O See the attached Notk» of Oraftqaerson's Patent Draw^ 

□ The proposed drawing conectton. filed on_ is napproved Ddisapptoved, 

□ The diawir^(8) filed on. _ is/am objected to by the Examiner. 

□ TTte specifidation ob^ed to by (he Exanuier. 
D The oath or dedaiadon Is ob{octed to by the Examiner, 

Prfoifty under 35 U&C. § 119 ({0K«0 

O Acknowled^^ttent is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U«S.C. § 1 1 8(a)-(d). 

□ Al DSome* QNone Of the CERTIRED copies of the prfority documents have b^^ 

□ received* 

□ received in Application No. (Sedes Code/Seifed Number). 



- iVare rejected, 

-is/are otijectedto. 

. are suliject to restrfction or Section 
requirement 



□ nececved in this national stage application from the Inlemational Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a». 

^CertSfied copies not mcofved: ^ 

Attachment(s) 



□ Infonnation Dtsdosuie Stalement(s), PTO-1449. Paper No(s). _ 

□ Notice of Re(en&nce(s} Cited, Pro692 

□ Notioe of Dnaftsperson's Patent Dmwing Review, PTO-948 



□ Jnterwew Summary, Fr041 3 

□Notice of fnfonnal Patent Apfrficalion, PTO-152 

□ Other ' 



Office Action Summary 



U. Si Patent and Uadematk Otrce 



Part of Paper No. 
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Serial Number: ^l^^^oit 2 
Art Unit 2827 

D£TAIL£D ACTION 



Bleedon/Restriciion 

1- Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
L Qaims 4-13, drawn to a product, classified in class 174, subdass 52.3* 
^ IL Claims 1-3, 14-37, drawn to a composition, classified in classvj subclassk 

2, The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require the 
pardculats of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and <2) that the subcombination has utility 
by hself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.(B(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because such as the chelating j^gent 
being o^grUte, ethylenediamine or ethylenediamine or that the agent complexes with metal ions fliat 
leach out of a nearby source. The subcombination has separate utility such as a composition for 
containiqg metal ions. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and liave acquh'ed a separate 
status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. Also because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group n is not required for Group I, restriction for examination purposes as iiwlicated 
is proper. ^ 
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Art Unit 2827 

4. A telephone call was made to Mr* Blecker on 2/16/02 to request an oral election to the above 
restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an election of 
the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon die cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 -48(b) if one or more of the currently named 
inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
invemorshtp must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR l«48(b) and by the fee required uxjder 37 
CFR L17(i). 

6. Any inquiries related to the examination of this application should be duected to Ex. K< Cuneo at 
(703) 308-1233 or her supervisor SPE D. lybott at (703) 305-9883. Inquiries of a general nature should 
be directed to the recq)tionist of Group 2800 at (703) 308-0956, The fax numbers for Group 2800 are 
(703) 308-7722 and 7724. 




K« Cuneo 



Primary Examiner 
February 16, 2002 
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